Splenic odyssey. Traumatic retropharyngeal displacement of thoracoabdominal viscera.
The retropharyngeal space (RPS) is a fascial compartment of the midline of neck, posterior to the pharynx, anterior to the spine. Pathologic involvement of RPS includes tumors, abscesses, and traumatic hematomas, all of which may dissect inferiorly into the thoracic compartment. We describe two cases in which severe trauma of the torso resulted in dissection of thoracoabdominal contents upward into the RPS--an apparently undocumented phenomenon.